(01) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP!

HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME PHYSICALLY? Part 1
    There can be little argument that we, as Christians, need to come to terms with what God expects of us in our everyday lives today. This is possibly more necessary than ever before in the history of mankind. There can also be little argument that we, the church, are facing a most difficult time, a time which is, in the western world at least, decimating many church groups with the advent of a most effective three-pronged attack by the enemy of our souls; the three prongs being materialism, humanism and academicism.

    Materialism; which causes us to strive after things which, in the long term, do not satisfy;

(1) Mat.6:19-21 “Do not lay up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust consume, and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consume, and where thieves do not break in and steal; for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.:
    Humanism; which causes us to be bombarded with nice sounding principles and ideals, but which are so often, if not always, contrary to our God's values;

(2) Pro.13:24 “He who spares the rod, hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.”
    And academicism; which can often cause us to think we’re able to solve our own problems, find our own answers, implement our own plans, and forget that, without the Word of God, Jesus Christ, we can do nothing of spiritual, eternal value.
(3) Jn.15:5 “I am the vine, your are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is who bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”
(4) Is.55:8-9 “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord, For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
(5) Ps.127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”
(6) Mat.11:25 Jesus said, “Thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding, and revealed them to babes.”
    With these things in mind and presumably realising that there isn’t even one area of our everyday lives which is not covered by the Word of God, we will begin with what seems to pre-occupy nearly everyone today, our bodies, and look at how being a Christian should affect us physically.
    We’re surrounded; literally bombarded; every day, with the notion that we really must have the very latest gear to wear, and looking at many people in our churches it's clear that this idea is taking hold among us, especially among teens and twenties. Yet the Word tells us we are not to be like this.
(7) Mat.6:28-30 “Why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field; how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of those. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he cloth you, you men of little faith.”
    And while the next scripture is speaking primarily to women, yet who would dare say that it doesn’t speak equally to men.
(8) 1Pet.3:3-4 “Do not let your outward adornment be your priority, the braiding of hair, decorations of gold and fine clothing, but let it be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and quite spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious.”
    The tendency today is to make male and female look the same, under the pretext of equality. Yet God's Word tells us that for one sex to try to be as the other; or to pass themselves off as the other; is an abomination to him;

(9) Deut.22:5 “A woman shall not wear anything that pertains to a man, nor shall a man put on a woman’s garments; for who ever does these things is an abomination to the Lord, our God.”
    There must always be the two sexes, clearly distinguished, to show the whole character of God in his people. He created, and re-created us for this purpose;

(10) Gen.1:27 “God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”
(11) Gen.5:1-2 “When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. Male and female he created them, and he blessed them, and named them Man when they were created.”
(12) Eph.4:24 “Put on the new nature, created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.”
    This is to show, through the Word working in his people, the Lord’s relationship with his church;

(13) Eph.5:31 “A man shall leave his father and mother, and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This mystery is a profound one; and I say it is refers to Christ and the church.”
    Again, in the simple matter of personal hygiene, we see the attempt by the enemy to confuse people and discredit God. We have with us on the one hand an absolutely incredible array of products devoted to keeping our bodies clean and germ-free to the extreme, and on the other hand a 'back to nature' attitude, as it's often called, of living in squalor; whereas God's attitude to the whole matter is so simple, as shown in;

(14) Ecc.9:8 "Let your clothes be always white and don't let oil be lacking on your head."
    In both religious and worldly circles, white, particularly as worn by a bride, is, or I should say was, supposed to represent sexual purity, but in God's Word it represents cleanliness from all sin, as is shown in;

(15) Rev.7:13-14 “One of the elders said to me, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and where have they come from?” And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation, they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
    In the Word white represents purity and cleanliness from all sin, as opposed to the gaudy purple and scarlet cover-up of the world, and of man’s religion systems;

(16) Rev.17:3-5 “- I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and bedecked with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a cup full of abominations, and the impurities of her fornication, and on her forehead was written a name of mystery, “Babylon the great, mother of harlots, and the earth’s abominations.”
    Carrying that thought of purity and cleanliness back to what we’re read in;

(17) Ecc.9:8 “Let your garments be always white, let not oil be lacking on your head.”
    We can surely see this keeping of our clothing white simply means keeping our clothes CLEAN; and this not just for appearance sake, but also, as we now understand, for our health's sake.
    Again, "Don't let oil be lacking on your head" is a simple statement that was very meaningful to the people of the time and place. It was a terrible thing if they had no oil to put on their heads and bodies after bathing, and was a curse from God for disobedience to his Word.
(18) Deut.28:15 “If you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God, or be careful to do all his commandments, and his statutes which I command you this day, then all these curses will come upon you and overtake you.”
(19) Deut.28:40 “You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you shall not anoint yourselves with the oil; for your olives shall drop off.”
(20) Micah 6:15 “You shall sow, but not reap; you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with the oil; you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine.”
    Because of the hot almost tropical climate, the hair and skin prematurely aged. So our God's attitude towards the appearance of our bodies can be summed up in this way – ‘Clean clothing and clean healthy bodies.’

    After all, our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit;

(21) 1Cor.6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price; so glorify God in your bodies.”
    So our bodies are not to be glittering, gaudy pleasure houses or filthy hovels. Remember;
(22) lPet.3:3-4 “Do not let your outward adornment be your priority, the braiding of hair, decorations of gold and fine clothing, but let it be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable jewel of a gentle and quite spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious.”
(22) Rev.17:3-5 “- I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and bedecked with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a cup full of abominations, and the impurities of her fornication, and on her forehead was written a name of mystery, “Babylon the great, mother of harlots and the earth’s abominations.”
(02) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP!

HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME PHYSICALLY? Part 2
    For the very reason just given in part 1 - our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit - we MUST NOT, in any way, join with the world in its mad binge of scantier and more provocative clothing. We must treat our bodies with the respect due to God's temple, never drawing attention to that temple but to the one who lives there.

(1) 1Tim.2:8-10 “I desire that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling. I also desire that women should adorn themselves modestly and sensibly in seemly apparel, not with braided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly attire.”

Of course this applies to men as well as women.
    Going hand in hand with the advertising bombardment about wearing the latest gear, is a similar onslaught to get us buying, eating and drinking more and more. And so, in the western world at least, we stuff our bodies with more and more unneeded food and drink, whether it’s junk or not.  Now God's attitude to all this is, as always, very clear in his Word:
    We’re told not to worry about where our next meal is coming from, but instead to trust him to supply our needs.

(2) Luke.12:29-31 “Do not seek what you are to eat, or what you are to drink, nor be of anxious mind. All the nations of the world seek these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things shall be yours as well.”
    He tells us to be very wary of rich foods. You know the kinds that create a craving in us, and are usually very bad for us.

(3) Pro.23:1-3 “When you sit down to eat with a ruler, observe carefully what is before you; and put a knife to your throat if you are a man given to appetite. Do not desire his delicacies, they are deceptive food.”
    Again he tells us many times that all foods are OK, on the grounds of conscience.

(4) 1Tim.4:4-5 “Everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for then it is consecrated by the Word of God and prayer.”

    Remember here that it’s what’s been created by our God that’s OK for us, not necessarily what man concocts in his kitchens! 
    Again we read in;

(5) Col.2:16-17 “Let no one pass judgment on you in matters of food or drink, or with regard to a festival, a new mood, or a Sabbath. These are only a shadow of what is to come, the substance belongs to Christ.”

(6) Gen.9:3 “Every moving thing that lives I give you for food; as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything.”

(7) 1Cor.10:25 “Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the grounds of conscience.”

    But we must balance that with;

(8) Pro.23:1-3 “When you sit down to eat with a ruler, observe carefully what is before you; and put a knife to your throat if you are a man given to appetite. Do not desire his delicacies, they are deceptive food.”
(9) 1Cor.6:12 “All things are lawful for me,” but all things are “not helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything.”

(10) 1Cor.10:23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all things build up.”
    The results of gluttony in this life are shown in;

(11) Pro. 23:20-21 “Do not be among winebibbers or among the gluttonous eaters of meat; for the drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty, and drowsiness will clothe a man with rags.

    And its results in the next life in;

(12) Luk.16:19-25 “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, whose desire was to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, the dogs came and licked his sores.

    The poor man died, and was carried by angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water to cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.” 

    But Abraham said, “Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus, in like manner, received evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish.”
    We’ve already touched on what our God had in mind when he created our bodies, and we read that they are to be temples of the Holy Spirit.  

(13) 1Cor.6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”

    Again we read that, that temple is called holy, and any damaging of it will bring retribution from God; he will protect what is his.
(14) 1Cor.3:16-17 “Do you not know that you are God’s temple, and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.”
    Once more, this protection of the temple - our bodies - is taken a step further in; 

(15) 1Cor.5:9-11 “I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with immoral men; not at all meaning the immoral of this world, or the greedy, or robbers, or idolaters, for then you would need to out of this world. But rather I wrote to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robber; not even to eat with such a one.”

    It is not sufficient for us to keep from abusing ourselves, we must totally avoid close fellowship with those who say they are believers, but yet live in the ways described in that scripture.  The reason for this is very clearly laid out in the Word in.

(16) 1Cor.15:33 “Do not be deceived, “Bad company ruins good morals.”

(17) Ex.23:31-33 “- I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you. You shall make no covenant with them, or with their gods. They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”

(18) Deut.7:1-6 “When the Lord your God brings you into the land which you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, --- and when he gives them over to , and you defeat them, then you must utterly destroy them; you shall make no covenant with them, and show no mercy to them. You shall not make marriages with them, giving your daughters to their sons, or taking their daughters for your sons; for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the Lord would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. But this is the way you shall deal with them; you shall break down their alters, and dash in pieces their pillars, and hew down their Asherim, and burn their images with fire.”
    This same thought of separation is laid out for us in great detail, and so very clearly in;

(19) 2Cor.6:14-15 “Do not be mismated with unbelievers; for what partnership has righteousness with iniquity? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 
    And in continuing reading to the end of the chapter, we are told, very beautifully, of the results of this separation from evil - God living in us. Read these words again and again and meditate on them till the joy that's contained there becomes part of you.
(20) 2Cor.6:16-18 “What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God! 

    God said; “I will live in them, and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore come out from among them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean, then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”

    We are urged to strive; always in the Spirit of course, and never in our own strength; for total cleanliness and holiness.  This was never meant to be just a theoretically, theological belief, but a reality, to be lived every day.  The motivating force we need is laid out for us also - the Fear of the Lord. Let us take it to heart.

(21) 2Cor.7:1 “Since we have these promises, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God.”
    Finally, our whole attitude to our bodies is spelled out for us in;

(22) 1Cor.10:31 “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all for the glory of God, giving no offense to Jew or Greek, or to the church of God.”

Memorize it. Make it part of you.

(03) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP!

HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME SOCIALLY, WITH REGARD TO THE WORLD? Part 1

    For a great number of us Christians the idea of our social life being under the Lordship of the Word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ himself, is, to a more or less degree, strange, wrong, a bit ridiculous and going just too far, even though, if and when we’re challenged on this idea, we would protest our innocence very strongly. However, within the Word, it becomes very clear that everything we say, do, think, or dream about, including on all social levels, must be in line with God’s Word;
(1) 1Cor.10:31-32 “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all for the glory of God, and give no offense to Jew or Greek, or to the church of God.”

    And it also becomes clear that he has given us guidelines for this purpose, so we are without excuse.
(2) Col.3:23-24 “Whatever your task, work heartily as serving the Lord and not men, knowing that from the Lord, you will receive the inheritance as your reward, for you are serving the Lord Christ.”

    We’re told that the world will hate us because of Jesus Christ;

(3) Jh.15:18-19 “If the world hates you, know that it hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. But because you are not of this world, for I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”

    And because Jesus Christ is the Word of God, if we acknowledge the truth of that Word before the world, it will hate us all the more; giving us what could be described, at the very least, as a hard time. 

(4) Jh.15:20-21 “Remember the word I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But all this they will do to you on my account, because they do not know him who sent me.”
    We’ll find that when the Spirit of Word of God is in our lives, empowering us to live according to his standards, thereby being ‘The light of the world’ in us, the world will hate us, because the result of God’s truth in us, is that the world is then forced to see that all it has to live by is a lie. 

(5) Jh.3:19-21 “This is the judgment, that light has come into the world, but men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil. For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds be exposed. But he who does what is true, comes to the light, that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been wrought in God.”
    Remember;

(6) Jh.17:14-17 “Father, I have given them your Word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not pray that you would take them out of the world, but that you would keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth. Your Word is truth.”

    Mind you, the world’s guilty conscience will only be activated, if we’re truly living the Word in;

(7) 1Jh.3:6-7 “No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. He who does right is righteous, as he is righteous. 

    And remember;
(8) Jh.3:8-10   He who commits sin is of the devil, for the devil sinned from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God commits sin, for God’s nature abides in him, and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

    By this it may be seen who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil. Whoever does not do right is not of God, nor he who does not love his brother.”

    It’s very important to remember, and to apply to the world, Jesus’ words to the religious leaders of his time, because that same truth applies to people who are of this world’s thinking;

(8) Jh.8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because the truth was not in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, because he is a liar, and the father of lies.”

    Nevertheless, it is very important to remember that our whole attitude toward the world must reflect the truth of;

(9) Jh.3:16-18 “God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in his should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that it might be saved through him. He who believes in him is not condemned. He who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

    We’ll find that it’s only when we live lives worthy of the gospel of Christ, that the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Word in us, can bring conviction to the people of this world; conviction of sin, righteousness and judgment, and an acute awareness of their hopeless, lost, condemned position - unless they turns to God's Word - Jesus Christ. 

(10) Jh.16:8-11 “When the Councilor comes, he will convict the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment; of sin, because they do not believe in me; of righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is already judged.”

    Our lives must show the truth of;

(11) Heb.4:12-13 “The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword; piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and revealing the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Before him nothing is hidden, but all are open and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to deal.”
    We must bear in mind that a human type of love of the world, or the things it has to offer, makes us God's enemies. This includes love of the quite legitimate things such as foods, clothing, houses, cars, education, work, play and so on, and not just the evil things of this world.

(12) 1Jh.2:15-17 “Do not love the world, or the things in the world! If anyone loves the world, love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eyes, and the pride of life, are not of the Father, but are of this world. And the world passes away, and its lusts with it, but those who do the will of God abide for ever.”

    Even friendship with the world, with the contamination of its ideas and values, causes us to be enemies of God.

(13) Jas.4:4 “Unfaithful creatures! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?”
    Though we are not of the world, we are nevertheless in the world, and we are here for a purpose, which we must never forget.

(14) John.17:15-18 “I do not pray that you would take them out of the world, but that you would keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth. Your Word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I send them into the world.”

(15) Acts 1:8 “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be my witness in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

    This is all part of our social obligation to the world;

(16) Phil.1:27 “Live a life worthy of the gospel of Christ.”
(04) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP!

HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME SOCIALLY, WITH REGARD TO THE WORLD? Part 2

    We must never allow ourselves to get caught up in ‘religious’ rules and regulations, we have been set free from all of this. Remember;

(1) Gal.5:1 “For freedom Christ has set us free. Therefore, stand fast, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”

    If we allow ourselves to fall into this trap, we’d belie our testimony of being free. Remember;

(2) Jh.8:31-32 Jesus said, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, you shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

    And;

(3) Jh.8:36 “If the Son sets you free, you are free indeed.”

    Also we read;

(4) 1Cor.6:12 “All things are lawful to me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful to me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything.”

(5) 1Cor.10:23 “All things are lawful to me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful to me,” but not all things build us up.”

    We need to remember what we’ve been saved from, and what we’ve been saved to;

(6) Gal.4:8-11 “Formerly, when you did not know God, you were in bondage to beings that by nature were not gods. But now you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak, beggarly elemental spirits, whose slaves you want to be once more? You observe days, and months, and seasons, and years. I fear I have laboured over you in vain.”

    And we must never allow ourselves to be robbed of our freedom in Christ;

(7) Col.2:16-17 “Let no one pass judgment on you on matters of food or drink, or with regards to a festival, a new moon, or a Sabbath. These are only a shadow of what is to come, the substance belongs to Christ.”
    But at the same time we must recognize that all authority is from God, else we could end up with a rebellious spirit.

(8) Rom.13:1-2 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been appointee by God. Therefore, he who resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.”

(9) Rom.13:7 “Pay all of them their dues, taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.

    Our attitude to all men is on display at all times;

(10) 1Pet.2:17 “Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.”

    And this applies especially to our attitude toward leaders in the church; that church which was set up by Jesus Christ, and equipped for work by the Holy Spirit;

(11) Heb.13:7 “Remember your leaders; those who spoke the Word of God to you. Consider their lives, and imitate their faith.”

(12) Heb.13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are keeping watch over your souls, as men who will have to give an account. Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be of no advantage to you.”

    And so we must obey all these authorities, unless, of course, what they’re telling us to do in contrary to what God says in His Word.

(13) Acts 4:19-20 “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.”

(14) Acts 5:29 Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.”
    Remember, we are the light of the world, the only real eternal light, because of the Light of the Word in us, and so we must let that light shine through us.

(15) John.8:12 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world, he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

(16) Mat.5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a lamp stand, that it may give light to all who are in the house. Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, but glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

    We must be the living voice of Jesus Christ, the Word of God, in this dark world, so as to fulfill our social obligation to it, because, even on the social level, everything we do must be spiritual, with salvation and eternal life in view.

(17) John.15:22 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.”

    And Jesus continues to speak to the world today through his people, not only by words, but much more importantly, through our lives; through our godly living.
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